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THE CARNEGIE INSTITUTION. 
No doubt the officers of the Carnegie In- 
stitution fully realize the responsibility 
resting upon them and will refrain from 
making any considerable appropriations 
from the funds placed at their disposal 
until a well-defined policy, having the ap- 
proval of the leading men in various de- 
partments of scientific research, has been 
adopted. I take it for granted that the 
officers and trustees are fully impressed 
with the importance of using the generous 
endowment placed in their hands in the 
most economical manner possible, having in 
view the objects to be attained— that is, 
they will aim to accomplish the greatest 
possible results with the means at their dis- 
posal. This will require very careful con- 
sideration and very exact knowledge of 
what is being done by other institutions 
and endowments for scientific research both 
in this country and in Europe. To go over 
ground that has already been well plowed 
or to undertake investigations for which 
there is already adequate provision would 
be a waste of money and of energy. The 
Carnegie Institution should not come into 
competition with any existing, well-directed 
agency for research work, but should be 
ready to lend a helping .hand wherever it 
is needed for the prosecution of work al- 
ready, commenced or' projected by compe- 
tent investigators^ otherwise it will, to a 



